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SC32 “ad hoc” Session on JTC1 Ad Hoc on IT Vocabulary 
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17:00 JST

Location: Room 404

Convener: David Clemis, Canada (SC32 Rapporteur)
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	2006-02-06
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	Vocabulary Ad Hoc  Rapporteur Report (slide presentation)
	2006-03-26


Summary

1. Opening Remarks - David Clemis, SC32 Rapporteur for JTC1 Ad-Hoc Vocabulary

David Clemis reviewed the purpose of the ad-hoc meeting and his role as SC32 Rapporteur to the JTC1 Ad Hoc on IT Vocabulary. At the SC32 Berlin 2005 plenary, the members approved the sending of, “David Clemis (CA) and Frank Farance (US) as its representatives to the initial JTC 1 Ad Hoc meeting on Vocabulary”. The mandate of the SC32 representatives was to represent the views of SC32 regarding conditional support of the IT vocabulary project, namely:

“1. All the terms and definitions from ISO/IEC JTC 1 standards are freely available.

“2. All the terms and definitions from ISO/IEC JTC 1 standards database are freely available.

“3. The terms and definitions in the database are to reflect the existing JTC 1 standards. The individual term-definition pairs are the responsibility of the committee in which the standard resides.

“4. The content of the vocabulary database of the standards is freely distributable. Rationale: We expect these terms and definitions to be used in concept systems that may be widely distributed for semantic based computing and the semantic web.

“5. The vocabulary database that contains the content of these standards will permit user bulk download in whole or part of the vocabulary. “

The meeting was held in Ottawa Canada in May 2005. Unfortunately, Mr. Farance was unable to attend the meeting. A report from the SC32 was circulated to SC32 under cover of SC32 N1320. More discussion will follow.

2. Roll Call of Attendees

The following attended the ad hoc session:

	Name
	Country / Liaison
	Representing

	David Clemis
	Convener
	

	Don Bartley
	Australia
	Australia

	Jake Knoppers
	Canada
	Canada

	Ligiang Xing
	China
	WG2

	Jianjun Yang
	China
	WG2

	Hannu Pelkonen
	Finland
	WG1

	Katushiro Morita
	Japan
	

	Jeong-Ok Kim
	Korea
	Korea

	Yong Tae Kim
	Korea
	Korea

	Doo-Kwon Baik
	Korea
	WG2

	Phil Brown
	United Kingdom
	United Kingdom

	Frank Farance
	United States
	United States

	Jim Melton
	United States
	United States

	Paul Levine
	United States
	WG1

	Frank Olken
	United States
	WG2

	Gerald Radack
	
	TC184 / SC4


3. Call for Drafting Committee

There was a call for volunteers to draft resolutions for the SC32 closing plenary. The United States nominated Frank Farance and Canada nominated David Clemis.

4. Presentation of JTC1 Ad Hoc Work Plan

There was a discussion on the background that led to the creation of the JTC1 Ad Hoc on IT Vocabulary. The discussion started with the position of SC32 on ensuring that information on its standards and technical reports would be freely available, specifically, at the SC32 Santa Fe 2000 plenary,  SC32 adopted Resolution #25 (SC32 N0418) unanimously,,

“SC32 requests its JTC1 secretariat to make publicly available on the ISO and ITTF Web sites the following clauses for each of the JTC 1/SC32 standards, namely:

Clause 0.0 Introduction

Clause 1.0 Scope

Clause 2.0 Normative References

Clause 3.0 Definitions, Notations and Conventions”

“Having such JTC1/SC32 information publicly available has several benefits including:

1. facilitating standards development work both within JTC1 and those outside of JTC1 standards. Having such information readily available assists in minimizing duplication work, identifying use of standards in other standards, and maximizing re-use of existing standards (e.g. existing terms and definitions).

2. serving as a means for marketing JTC1 standards by providing information deemed to be essential for access and discovery of such standards by potential users.”

“Further JTC 1/SC32 requests JTC 1 to consider

1. bringing forward this JTC1/SC32 resolution as one which JTC 1 should consider at its next Plenary as being applicable to all ISO/IEC JTC 1 standards; and

2. following a one year test period for ISO/IEC JTC 1 standards, consider this for general applicability to all ISO and IEC standards.”
There was a discussion on what transpired from the adoption of this resolution and the creation of the IT Vocabulary project.  As a followup to this report, the SC32 Secretary was asked to research whether a response from JTC1 has been received. At this time, it is unknown if JTC1 did respond. It was pointed out that Canada had initially proposed to facilitate the process of conversion of the ISO 2382 series of IT vocabulary by offering the use of the Canadian Termium™ automated terminology system, both to assist in the IT-enablement of ISO 2382 and to facilitate the translation of English terms and definitions into French for terms and definitions found in JTC1 “English only” standards (Parts 1-35 of ISO/IEC 2382 are alresdy bilingual) . Since this offer was accepted, it was noted that the precedent group to the Ad Hoc committee has significantly altered the intent and spirit of this offer. 

At the August 2005 preliminary meeting of the Ad Hoc on IT Vocabulary in Ottawa, six JTC1 sub-committees were represented and offered their criticism of the overall proposed plan and objectives of the IT Vocabulary project. Specifically, the requirements of SC32 were presented and discussed. However, the other , i.e. non-SC, representatives to the Ad Hoc were not willing to move beyond providing free access to the resulting online version of ISO 2382 only to the project editors and JTC1 experts working on the development of standards and technical reports. 

In November 2005, JTC1, at its Banff November 2005 Plenary, endorsed and reiterated support for the Ad Hoc on IT Vocabulary. Again, the resolution addressed free access to project editors only. 

The convener of the Ad Hoc on IT Vocabulary sent a call for an inaugural meeting of the Ad Hoc in March 2006. Unfortunately, neither those who were nominated as representatives for the SCs nor the SCs themselves appear to have received this notice. As well, the mandate of the SC32 representatives, Resolution #19 of SC32 N1273, was only to attend the Ottawa meeting in 2005. However, David Clemis was also the SC36 representative to the Ad Hoc and had been following the progress of the Ad Hoc on behalf of SC36.. As a result, through informal information, SC36 did have a representative to the meeting. As of this the date of this SC32 ad hoc meeting, there has been no summary of the March 2006 JTC1 Vocabulary Ad-Hoc meeting. The background information on the lead up to and progress of the Paris March meeting was provided through informal notes prepared by the SC36 representative.

David Clemis ended the discussion by presenting a brief résumé of the proposed action plan and description of work of the JTC1 Ad Hoc on IT Vocabulary. There will be a large period of time from the initial conversion of the current ISO 2382 series into the Termium system. Also, it appears that the Ad Hoc will be consolidating the series into one monolithic document that will sort all entries alphabetically. This provoked concern by those attending this session, particularly the problem of referencing those terms and definitions in current SC32 projects, standards and technical reports. 

From the discussions, the following points arose that led to consideration for action by SC32, namely,

a. SC32 is adamant that the information identified by Santa Fe resolution must be made freely available. While the resolution covered more than vocabulary, it is considered that free availability of vocabulary is not negotiable. Those attending the ad hoc session agreed that this point must be reaffirmed.

b. SC32 considers that the alluded consolidation of ISO 2382 multipart series becoming one part will pose very serious implications to existing standards and technical reports as well as current projects under way. This must be addressed.

c. SC32 explore alternatives to providing its terms and definitions freely through its liaisons with other organizations who are providing free and open services, specifically through its liaison with groups such as ISO TC 184.

d. SC32 Working Groups need to explore ways to “harmonize” the development of vocabulary within their respective projects.

5. Discussion of Proposed Recommendations

Unfortunately, time ran out for the discussion. Those at the ad hoc session directed the drafting committee to draft resolutions to cover the items identified above. In addition, it had been proposed that SC32 consider establishing a short-term work party as a Rapporteur Group to represent the interests of SC32 in all the aspects of counsel on vocabulary work in the Sub-Committee. A set of draft resolutions is attached as annexes to this summary. They will be passed for review to SC32 National Bodies prior to the closing SC32 Plenary.



6. Next Steps

David Clemis agreed to provide a summary of the meeting and a draft of potential resolutions for review by those who attended the ad hoc session. The summary and draft resolutions will be posted to the SC32 meeting ftp site for comment and review.

Annex A – SC32 Draft Resolutions Relating to 


the JTC1 Ad Hoc on IT Vocabulary

PROJECT-RELATED:

Resolution xx: Resolution on the reaffirmation of the requirement to make elements of the SC32 standards and technical reports freely available

SC32 reaffirms Resolution #25 of its 2000 Santa Fe Plenary, found in SC32 N0416, to request the JTC1 Secretariat to make publicly available on the ISO and ITTF Web sites the following clauses for each of the JTC 1/SC32 standards, namely:

Clause 0.0 Introduction

Clause 1.0 Scope

Clause 2.0 Normative References

Clause 3.0 Definitions, Notations and Conventions

Having this JTC1/SC32 information publicly available will provide several benefits including:

1. providing those who supply and / or develop products and services that potentially use those standards with the facility to locate the appropriate documents and to “harmonize” understanding of terms used in the development of such products and services.

2. providing those who specify requirements for the development of products and services in support of e-business requirements with a “harmonized” understanding of terms that could be used to specify these products and services.

3. facilitating standards development work both within JTC1 and those outside of JTC1 standards. Having such information readily available assists in minimizing duplication work, identifying use of standards in other standards, and maximizing re-use of existing standards (e.g. existing terms and definitions).

4. serving as a means for marketing JTC1 standards by providing information deemed to be essential for access and discovery of such standards by potential users.

Resolution xx: Resolution on the position of SC32 to the program of work of the JTC1 Ad Hoc on IT Vocabulary
SC32 instructs  its Secretariatevto communicate to JTC1 the following specific concerns regarding the proposed project plan of the JTC1 Ad Hoc on IT Vocabulary, JTC1 N8062 and JTC1 N8063, and o the convener of the JTC1 Ad Hoc on IT Vocabulary, namely,

1. as communicated by its Berlin 2005 resolution #20, SC32 N1273, SC32 continues to insist that 

a. All the terms and definitions from ISO/IEC JTC 1 standards are freely available, with no conditions.

b. Access to all the terms and definitions in any ISO/IEC JTC 1 standards database be freely available, with no conditions.

c. Creation and modification of the terms and definitions in the database are  to reflect the existing JTC 1 standards.

d. The individual term-definition pairs are the responsibility of the committee in which the standard resides.

e. The content of the vocabulary database of the standards is freely distributable. Rationale: We expect these terms and definitions to be used in concept systems that may be widely distributed for semantic based computing and the semantic web.

f. The vocabulary database that contains the content of these standards will permit user bulk download in whole or part of the vocabulary.

2. SC32 is concerned with the proposed consolidation of the ISO 2382 multipart standard into one monolithic document. This will have major implications for the referencing of terms and definitions from the ISO 2382 series in existing standards and technical reports as well as those projects under development. SC32 strongly recommends that the existing Part structure be retained to facilitate the referencing of Parts of the vocabulary in existing standards and technical reports as well as new projects.
3. In reflection on the work plan of the IT Vocabulary project, JTC1 N8062, SC32 would like to see the plans of JTC1 to handle potential amendments, project splits or periodic reviews of those parts of ISO 2382 multipart standard for which SC32 has responsibility for the period from May 2006 to February 2008. 

4. SC32 strongly urges that any changes to terms and definitions in the ISO 2382 series, whether in print or in electronic form, can only be executed as a result of approvals under the existing JTC1 National Body ballot system. 

MANAGEMENT-RELATED:

Resolution xx: Resolution on the continuing representation of SC32 to the JTC1 Ad Hoc on IT Vocabulary
SC32 appoints xxxxx, as the SC32 representative(s) to the JTC1 Ad Hoc on IT Vocabulary. xxxxx will act as Head of Delegation. SC32 will identify other members of SC32 to attend subsequent meetings as and when meeting notices are received. 

The SC32 representative / Head of Delegation shall have plenipotentiary authority to represent the interests of SC32 and, specifically, represent the concerns of SC32 toward the proposed project plan, JTC1 N8062 and JTC1 N8063. He / she shall submit a report on the activities of the Ad Hoc Group to SC32 in time for review at the 2007 SC32 plenary meeting.

(optional)

Resolution xx: Resolution on the establishment of a Rapporteur Group on Vocabulary
SC32 is creating the SC32 Rapporteur Group on Vocabulary, RG1, through the 2007 SC32 Plenary. Membership in the Group will consist of representatives of P-member National Bodies and Working Groups. The Group will have the following Terms of Reference. 

The Rapporteur Group on Vocabulary will have plenipotentiary authority to represent the positions of SC32 at the JTC1 Ad Hoc on IT Vocabulary and the IT Vocabulary project. It will also facilitate the harmonization of vocabulary work in SC32, specifically to provide guidance on the creation of terms and definitions for standards and technical reports, and the identification of the best means to publicize vocabulary used in SC32.

SC32 appoints xxxxxx and yyyyyy as joint rapporteurs of the SC32 Rapporteur Group on Vocabulary.
�David, insert here the complete reference to the JTC1 Vocabulary cte





