ISO/IEC JTC 1/SC 32 N 1438
Date: 2006-03-28

REPLACES: --
ISO/IEC JTC 1/SC 32

Data Management and Interchange
Secretariat: United States of America (ANSI)

Administered by Farance Inc. on behalf of ANSI
	DOCUMENT TYPE
	Rapporteur Report Addendum

	TITLE
	Rapporteur Addendum Report on the JTC1 Ad Hoc on Vocabulary

	SOURCE
	David Clemis, SC 32 Rapporteur

	PROJECT NUMBER
	

	STATUS
	Information

	REFERENCES
	

	ACTION ID.
	INFO

	REQUESTED ACTION
	

	DUE DATE
	

	Number of Pages
	4, including cover page

	LANGUAGE USED
	English

	DISTRIBUTION
	P & L Members

SC Chair

WG Conveners and Secretaries


Dr. Timothy Schoechle, Secretary, ISO/IEC JTC 1/SC 32

Farance Inc *, 3066 Sixth Street, Boulder, CO, United States of America

Telephone: +1 303-443-5490; E-mail: Timothy@Schoechle.org
available from the JTC 1/SC 32 WebSite  http://www.jtc1sc32.org/ 
*Farance Inc.  administers the ISO/IEC JTC 1/SC 32 Secretariat on behalf of ANSI

Rapporteur Addendum Report on the JTC1 Ad Hoc on Vocabulary

In November 2005, JTC1, at its Banff plenary, passed the following resolution, found in JTC1 N8010:

---

Resolution 13 - Ad Hoc Group on IT Vocabulary

JTC1 recognizes that the Canadian proposal contained in document JTC 1 N 7862 offers a mechanism to support the updating of ISO/IEC 2382. JTC1 further recognizes that although this project has been officially approved by National Bodies (via default letter ballot), there is still uncertainty about this project.

Therefore, in order to resolve this matter, JTC 1:

· Reconstitutes the IT Vocabulary Ad Hoc Group through the next JTC 1 Plenary meeting in November

· 2006 in South Africa.

· Asks Canada to begin implementation of the Vocabulary mechanism by convening a first meeting of the IT Vocabulary Ad Hoc Group tentatively scheduled for February or March 2006.

This first meeting will:

1) address all issues raised by SCs or National Bodies,

2) prepare an MOU for signature by ISO, IEC and Canada’s Translation Bureau (re:

Maintenance Agency role & responsibilities, terms for access, copyright arrangements,

breach of contract terms, termination of arrangement),

3) prepare a clear statement of role and responsibilities of SCs and of the Translation

Bureau and

4) develop a recommendation for JTC 1 regarding the maintenance of the standard, the

change process for new terms and its formal publication.

Instructs its SCs to nominate a representative to the Ad Hoc Group on IT Vocabulary (nominations should be forwarded to the JTC1 Secretariat by 15 January 2006).

· Strongly recommends that all SCs be represented at this first meeting.

· Invites an expert from IEC Central Office involved with IEC’s database of terms and vocabulary to this first meeting.

· Instructs the Convenor to prepare an implementation plan, in co-operation with SC representatives.

· Instructs the Ad Hoc Group to address the Vocabulary Registry issue at this first meeting.

· Instructs the Ad Hoc Convenor to report to JTC1 on the project implementation status by 15 June 2006 and at the November 2006 JTC1 Plenary meeting in South Africa.

Note 1: It is understood that the product (Termium) being offered by Canada to support the updating mechanism will be free of charge. It is also understood that the resulting single part standard (ISO/IEC 2382, and possibly others) will be free of charge to JTC1 and its SCs for standardization purposes.

Note 2: It is also understood that the proposed mechanism can be used by SCs to support SC developed TRs on Vocabulary.

Abstain: Ireland

---

Also, subsequent to the JTC1 Banff Plenary, a call was issued to participate in the inaugural meeting of the JTC1 Ad Hoc on Vocabulary, JTC1 N8036. There was neither notification of this meeting nor the appointment of a representative for SC32. However, SC36 reacted as quickly as it could and sent a representative who did cover issues general to all SCs.

As a result, SC32 was not represented at the opening meeting. This is unfortunate as there are still unresolved issues from the preliminary meeting of the Ad Hoc on Vocabulary that was held in Ottawa Canada in May 2005. For a complete report of that meeting, please refer to 32N1320, “Vocabulary Ad Hoc Preliminary Meeting - SC32 Representative Report”.

Issues

Although one of the key issues raised by SC32 is the availability freely of ISO 2382 and the resulting IT-enabled “product”, both the Banff resolution and the Vocabulary Ad Hoc work plan run counter to this requirement. Specifically, the Banff resolution states that, “. It is also understood that the resulting single part standard (ISO/IEC 2382, and possibly others) will be free of charge to JTC1 and its SCs for standardization purposes.” There is no mention of the standard being made freely available to all, including our external stakeholders.
In the action plan presented at the March 2006 Ad Hoc meeting, there is no mention of the free availability of the vocabulary to anyone but project editors and those writing standards. In the opinion of the SC32 representative that, from both the preliminary meeting of the Ad Hoc in Ottawa and the notes of the SC36 representatives the opposite is considered. It appears that part of the “business plan” is for the end product not to be available freely.

A key concern regards the updating of existing parts to ISO 2382. From the work plan proposed by the Ad Hoc on Vocabulary, the current Parts of the standard that are “stable”, that is are candidates for or are already FDIS or IS, will be “frozen” and used as the initial input to the Termium system. Starting May 2006, all sections that are not “stable” by that date will not be part of the initial inputs. In the case of SC36, that means that Part 36 that is at FCD stage will not be added at this time.

No new inputs will be made to the Termium system until after the initial inputs have been reviewed, “harmonized” and then the resultant terms and definitions are balloted by JTC1. This is expected to last duration of at least one year. This means that thee will be no new inputs to 2382 accepted until January 2008. For SC32, this means that those Parts for which SC32 has assumed responsibility cannot be amended through the Termium process. However, the question is, what happens if, in the meantime, SC32 decides to update its Parts?

SC36 has adopted the attitude that it will continue to proceed with amendments to Part 36 as if it is “business as usual”. However, Part 36 is currently in draft and the process has begun. SC32 does not have any plans at this time to amend its Parts.
SC36 has proposed to pursue this as well as other concerns such as:

On technical access to the system:

      What are the technical access conditions? (online, offline, other restrictions?)

On financial aspects:

      What are the financial conditions for the access? (licence, fees, other restrictions?)

On formal aspects:

      What are the juridical conditions for the access? (need for register, login, other restrictions?)

On juridical aspects:

      What are the juridical conditions for the access? (intellectual property rights, copyrights, other restrictions?)

On multilingual aspects:

      What multilingual support is offered by the system? (8-bit Unicode, other support?)

On free access for all:

      Who can get access to the system? (non-NB-members, other user groups?)

On update aspects:

      What will happen with updates after March 2006? (further development, other restrictions?)

Recommendations

The SC32 representative to the Vocabulary Ad Hoc recommends the following:

1. Calling of “ad hoc” discussion at Kobe – it is recommended that members of the affected WGs regarding vocabulary meeting in a special “ad hoc” session to consider the following recommendations. The SC32 representative will be available to brief the WGs separately prior to this meeting.
2. Draft resolutions for closing SC32 plenary on Response to JTC1 ad hoc on Vocabulary – the “ad hoc” will consider drafting resolutions for the creation of a RG on vocabulary and for reiterating the position of SC32 regarding the JTC1 Vocabulary project.
3. Creation of RG on Vocabulary – SC32 should consider the establishment of a Rapporteur group on Vocabulary. It would be the responsibility of this RG to provide SC32 input to JTC1 Ad Hoc, represent SC32 at subsequent meetings of the JTC1 Ad Hoc on Vocabulary, and recommend ways to “harmonize” SC32 vocabulary work Representation on this RG should be (at the least) one representative from each WG.

