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JTC 1/SC 32 Program of Work (PoW) Adjustments,

2000-10-23

SC 32 requests that JTC 1 approve the following adjustments to the SC 32 Program of Work (PoW)

SC 32 Project Subdivisions

	Project Number
	Title
	Project Editor
	Rationale Doc #

	1.32.16.01.02.00
	As for 1.32.16.01.00.00, replacing "Data Elements" with "XML Data Elements"
	Bruce Bargmeyer
	Note (1)

	1.32.16.01.03.00
	As for 1.32.16.01.00.00, replacing "Data Elements" with "Value Domains"
	Dan Gillman
	Note (2)

	1.32.03.05.13.00
	Routines and Types Using the Java™ Programming Language (SQL/JRT)"
	Jim Melton
	32N0509

Note (3)

	1.32.03.05.14.00
	XML- Related Specifications (SQL/XML)
	Jim Melton
	32N0536

Note (4)

	1.32.04.02.05.00
	Information technology - SQL Multimedia and Application Packages - Part 5: Still Image 2nd ed
	Mark Ashworth
	Note (5)


Rationale Summary: 

Note (1) To cover XML work identified in joint meeting on XML.

Note (2) To fill gap on value domains in the existing document.

Note (3) The great popularity of Java as a programming language for many environments, not the least of which are the Internet and the World-Wide Web, ensured that techniques would be developed for using SQL as the principle data sublanguage used in Java programs. In fact, a number of such techniques have emerged, one of which (embedding SQL statements in Java programs) has been standardized in [OLB].

There are tremendous benefits to be had by using ("re-using" may be even more appropriate) Java code, originally developed for use outside the database environment, in the database context — for example, invoking Java routines from SQL statements to guarantee identical semantics with routines invoked from Java code. There are possibly greater benefits available from the use of Java classes as the data types of columns in SQL tables; seamless exchange of data between the database and external environments can completely eliminate the famous "impedance mismatch" that plagues application developers who require tight integration of their database systems and their application programs. See referenced document.

Note (4) In recent years, the success of the World-Wide Web has led to requirements for better management of data that does not lend itself as well to relational structures and operations than SQL has traditionally offered. [XML] has become one of the most important new technologies for representing much data on the Web. The World-Wide Web Consortium (W3C) has established formal processes for developing Recommendations — de facto standards — based on XML and related technologies. [XML-schema/primer], [XML-schema/struct], and [XML-schema/types] are the most recent public W3C documents directed at defining XML language with strong data typing. [XML-QDM] and [XML-QR] are the most recent public W3C documents associated with the work in progress to develop an XML query capability. In short, XML represents nothing short of a paradigm shift in data communications and management; like every paradigm shift, this one has the potential to greatly enhance the businesses that depend on data management and communications, as well as the ability to marginalize existing business segments and open new opportunities for new players.
One of the most intriguing and urgent requirements to arise from the appearance of XML is a well-defined relationship between XML and SQL. Vast quantities of business data are currently stored in SQL database systems and great demand exists for the ability to present that data in XML form to various client applications. By contrast, increasing amounts of less-traditional data ("documents") are being produced in XML formats and there is tremendous pressure to allow that data to be queried concurrently with traditional ("object-relational") data. In addition, the growing need to allow disparate systems to exchange data has caused significant attention to be paid to the use of XML as a "canonical data format" between such systems (e.g., on the Web).
In short, business, industry, and society will find ways to use XML and SQL together. Standards in this area will eventually emerge, but a focussed effort to develop such standards will have significant benefits for all parties involved. The W3C is appropriately focussing on XML-centered standards, including a Schema facility and a Query facility. It is correspondingly appropriate for the SQL standards world to address the relationship between XML and SQL, preferably in cooperation with the W3C and not in competition with it. See referenced document.

Note (5): Rationale for a continuation project of Part 5 Still Image:

A continuation project for Still Image is required to:

Add extensions taking advantage of the newly introduced features of ISO/IEC 9075 such as datalinks. 

Add functionality currently not included in Part 5, e.g. scaling and rotating. 

Add additional search capabilities.

SC 32 Project Withdrawals

	Project Number
	Title
	Rationale Doc #

	1.32.58.01.02.00
	SQL Export/Import
	Note (1)

	1.32.13.01.00.00
	Conceptual Schema Modelling Facilities
	Note (2)

	1.32.42.01.00.00
	Guidelines for the Design of IRDS Content Modules
	Note (3)

	 
	 
	 


Rationale Summary: 

Note (1) The editor of project 21.58.2 T.W.Olle (UK), has resigned, no replacement has come forward, and no other SC32 groups has expressed interest in the continuation of the project.

Note (2)

Following the ballot on FDIS 14481, a number of items were noted by UK identifying changes required in the text. One major item specified only some guidelines for major revisions required to the text, and at least six other items had only incomple te edits specified. The necessary editing would be no trivial task, and would require substantial technical input. Only when the result of the FCD ballot was published (ISO/IEC JTC1/SC32 N0196 dated 1998-12-08) was it apparent that no technical work from any other member body had been submitted.

Only when the result of the Project Split ballot was published (SC32 N0193 dated 1998-11-11), though it was "approved" according to the rules, was it apparent that only three member bodies were committed to contribute, and this did not include the US who had supplied the editors for Part 1 and a large proportion of the technical input. For these reasons WG2 concludes that there is not sufficient commitment of national body technical resources to make useful further progress. While it is disappointing after the years of effort not to be able to complete this project, WG2 considers it better to recognize this situation that to try to continue without national body commitment to this work.

Note (3)

This project was delayed for a variety of reasons, including particularly the organisational disruption caused by the JTC1 re-engineering process, and the consequent changes in personnel and priorities. The project has not reached DIS, but the work has been published to a sufficient state for it to influence other work in the metadata area within SC32 WG2.

In the absence of resources to complete the work, it should be closed down tidily.

SC 32 Revision of Existing Standards

	Project Number
	Title
	Project Editor
	Rationale Doc #

	1.32.15.02.01.00
	Information Technology -- Data Management and Interchange -- Metadata Registries (MDR) - Part 1: Framework for the specification and standardization of administered items (Revision of ISO/IEC 11179-1:1999)
	Dan Gillman
	Note (1)

	1.32.15.02.02.00
	Information technology -- Data Management and Interchange -- Metadata Registries (MDR) - Part 2: Classification for administered items (Revision of ISO/IEC 11179-2:2000)
	Bruce Bargmeyer
	Note (1)

	1.32.15.02.04.00
	Information Technology -- Data Management and Interchange -- Metadata Registries (MDR) - Part 4: Rules and guidelines for the formulation of data definitions (Revision of ISO/IEC 11179-4:1995)
	Bruce Bargmeyer
	Note (1)

	1.32.15.02.05.00
	Information Technology -- Data Management and Interchange -- Metadata Registries (MDR) - Part 5: Naming and identification principles for administered items (Revision of ISO/IEC 11179-5:1995)
	Judith Newton
	Note (1)

	1.32.15.02.06.00
	Information Technology -- Data Management and Interchange -- Metadata Registries (MDR) - Part 6: Registration of administered items (Revision of ISO/IEC 11179-6:1997)
	Phong Ngo
	Note (1)

	1.32.21.02.00.00
	Information technology - Specification of Data Value Domain (revision of TR 15452:2000)
	Ray Gates
	Note (1)


Note (1)

These are being opened as a group so that the content of all parts of the metadata registry standards may be fully synchronized. Part 3 of ISO/IEC 11179 is in revision and has shown the need to harmonize all parts at one time. Parts 4 and 5 were coming up for revision as part of the five year cycle.

